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Dear Students, Alumni, Faculty, Mentors, and Sponsors, 

I am pleased to issue Engineers Without Borders at UCLA’s (EWB-UCLA) first ever Fall 

newsletter. This past Fall Quarter has been exciting for EWB-UCLA. At the beginning of the 

school year, ten members of our student chapter attended EWB’s West Coast/Mountain 

Regional Conference, which proved invaluable as it helped us recruit a handful of new student 

members and professional mentors, network with local chapters, and lead new technical 

workshops. This also helped us progress our two international projects and new domestic 

project. Those working on the Nicaragua schoolhouse project are nearing the end of the design 

phase and finalizing their technical report to move forward with implementation this summer. 

The Ethiopia library team has applied for their project to partner with EWB-USA and is working 

with Professor Gebremichael to prepare for an assessment trip this summer. In addition, we have 

partnered with UCLA’s American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE at UCLA) to embark on a new 

domestic project with the Navajo Nation community in northern Arizona and traveled on our 

first assessment trip over Thanksgiving break. With the outstanding efforts of each and every 

one of our 2016-2017 EWB-UCLA officers, members, and mentors, we have worked incredibly 

hard on our projects to improve the lives of our partner communities. 

These endeavors could not be achieved without our supporters and sponsors. I would like 

to thank all of our mentors and advisors for volunteering their limited time, and our sponsors 

for their generous support. The resources for our projects and members would not be available 

without your contributions and for that, I am truly thankful. 

If you have any questions, comments, or would like to get involved, please do not hesitate to 

contact me at sylvialiang@ucla.edu or any of our officers (whose contacts can be found at www.

ewbucla.org). 

Sincerely, 

Sylvia Liang 

2016-2017 President

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
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Ellen Key Kyla Wilson

PROJECT MANAGERS

Fueled by great ideas developed at the EWB-USA conference in October, the Nicaragua 

team started off the quarter with improvements in project management and significant 

strides in the schoolhouse design. We created a Solidworks model of the schoolhouse as a 

visualization tool for the design, which stimulated the transfer of knowledge to our newly 

recruited members. This also proved to be useful for all our members in editing and writing 

our construction manual, which we aim to complete in the coming weeks. In addition, we 

reconnected with the San Sebastian community. After holding a conference call with our EWB-

Nicaragua, our NGO representative, and the principal of the local schools, we had a successful 

meeting that reaffirmed that our design would meet the community’s needs.  Since then, we 

have been keeping in touch with the EWB-Nicaragua office and the president of the NGO to 

ensure clear communication and transparency within our project.  

Finally, we added new mentors to our project team! We are grateful to welcome some 

talented engineers from KPFF Consulting Engineers, who are working with us to review and 

finalize our designs and make possible our implementation trip. Based on our progress last 

quarter, we have set the submission date for our design and implementation report for February 

24, 2017. This will enable us to travel to Nicaragua in the summer for our implementation trip.

NICARAGUA
Building a new schoolhouse with the rural community of San Sebastián, Nicaragua 

Current design of the 
schoolhouse, modeled 
using Solidworks. 

To address the educational needs of San Sebastian, Nicaragua, EWB-UCLA is 

working with the community to replace the existing schoolhouse structure that 

has been poorly maintained over the years.
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Katherine Landers Caressa Robinson

PROJECT MANAGERS

Over the last couple months, the EWB-UCLA Ethiopia team has worked hard to move our 

project forward as we focused on fundraising and planning our assessment trip to Ethiopia. 

Since the beginning of the quarter, our team has grown by seven dedicated new members. We 

began the year by introducing them to the project, outlining goals and project strategies, and 

familiarizing them with the EWB project process. Together, our team has several fundraisers and 

workshops planned for this year and we have successfully completed necessary paperwork, 

which pending final reviews, submittal, and acceptance, will make us an official EWB Chapter 

project.

In October 2016, Ethiopia issued a state of emergency due to civil unrest. As a result of this, 

our project team was forced to evaluate safety concerns and the likelihood that we would 

be able to successfully continue the project. After monitoring the de-escalation of events in 

Ethiopia, researching the effect the events had on the Tigray region, and discussion with our 

advising professor, our project team is happy to say the Ethiopia Project will continue as planned. 

We begin the new year by moving ahead with our assessment trip preparations, fundraisers, 

technical skill workshops, and collaborations with other UCLA clubs, such as the Glendale 

Learning Program and 3D4E.

ETHIOPIA
Building a library with the village Sm’echa-Zala.

To foster education in Sm’echa Zala, Ethiopia, EWB-UCLA aims to design and 

construct a library at the local school to improve the learning environment for 

students. 
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Ryan Wong James Salem

Max Armenta
(American Society of Civil 

Engineers, UCLA)

PROJECT 
MANAGERS

After the initiation of this project in September, the Arizona team has formed a partnership 

with the American Society of Civil Engineers at UCLA (ASCE at UCLA) and the non-profit 

organization Forgotten People to help the Navajo Nation improve their access to clean water. This 

past quarter focused mainly on research. We gathered information on the history, climate, and 

environment of the region, and researched potential solutions for water distribution. In addition, 

during Thanksgiving break, eight members of our team traveled to Black Mesa, a community on 

the Navajo reservation, to assess the region and community that we would be working with. We 

measured the dimensions of homes, took slope measurements of the surrounding area, and 

spent time getting to know the people living there. After spending Thanksgiving with the Lane 

family, we decided that they will be first recipients of a solar-powered pressurized water system. 

This quarter, we will enter the design phase of our project, which includes sizing the pump, 

solar panels, and piping for this water system. We aim to complete our design and begin 

implementation after Spring Quarter. Alongside this project, we will be reaching out to Navajo 

organizations to look for a way to bring together the Navajo community, since the reservation 

is so widespread and distant from each other. Our long-term goal is to bridge the gap between 

Navajo communities and address their clean water access needs. 

ARIZONA
Providing clean water access to Black Mesa, Navajo County in Arizona.

TOP: Mary and Zena of the 
Lane family teaching the 

group how to bead.
RIGHT: Max holds a leveling 

rod to help measure the 
slope around the house. 

To bring clean water access to the Navajo Nation, EWB-UCLA and ASCE are 

working with the community to design and implement a solar-powered 

pressurized water system, improving sanitation and living conditions in the area.
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HOW TO GET INVOLVED

Our club welcomes students of all majors and encourages 
everyone to find a project they are interested in.

HOW DO I JOIN?
You can join by attending any of our EWB events. General club meetings are monthly 
and project meetings are weekly.

Annual membership is $15 and comes with an EWB UCLA shirt, access to social/project 
events, and subsidized international travel.

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE  
www.ewbucla.org
Find our event calendar and complete project descriptions on our website. Be sure to 
also subscribe to our newsletter for weekly updates.

Interested in becoming a Mentor? 
All of our projects always need professional engineers to oversee the 
technical aspects of our project and review our designs. If you are 
interested, please feel free to contact either our president Sylvia at 
sylvialiang@ucla.edu or any of our project managers. 

Interested in becoming a 
Sponsor? Check ewbucla.org 
to see the benefits of different 
sponsorship levels! Contact Phillip 
Du at yingjied@ucla.edu for more 
information.

EWB-UCLA is a non-profit student run organization.
Supporting our chapter means supporting our mission to meet basic 
human needs throughout our global community. Your help means the 
world to us!

HOW TO DONATE
By credit card:
1) Go to http://tinyurl.com/EWBUCLADonate
2) Select state: California       Chapter: University of California, LA Chapter
3) Select “Donate Now”
4) Enter the required information and submit.
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OFFICER BOARD
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President
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Ellen Key
Project Manager 
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ellenkey@ucla.edu

Caressa Robinson
Project Manager 
Ethiopia
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gmail.com

Amy Lee
Internal Vice President
amidotlee@ucla.edu

Kyla Wilson
Project Manager 
Nicaragua
kmwilson@ucla.edu

Katherine Landers
Project Manager 
Ethiopia
katherine.landers1@
gmail.com

Phillip Du
External Vice President
yingjied@ucla.edu

James Salem
Project Manager
Arizona
jamessalem@msn.com

Juliette Besnard
Treasurer
mayj28@gmail.com

Ryan Wong
Project Manager 
Arizona
ryan.wong.95@gmail.
com

Parth Prashar
Secretary
parthprashar@ucla.edu

Bonnie Brown
Events Coordinator
bonniebrown02@gmail.
com


